TA Prep Roar
January 8, 2021

Good Afternoon TA Prep Families and Students,
Upcoming Events
Jan. 18

No School

Jan. 19Feb. 5

MAP Testing

Feb. 15

No School

Happy Birthday!!
Jan. 11

Mrs. Ebony Holland

Sunset Times
Friday, Jan. 8- 5:03 pm
Saturday, Jan. 9- 5:04 pm

Memory Verse
“If you will not believe, surely
you shall not be established”
Isaiah 7:9

Happy New Year and welcome back. We hope that you enjoyed the holiday break
and are thankful that God has allowed us to see 2021. Students have settled back
into their routines and we have talked to them about setting goals for the new
year. We encourage them to review the progress that they had in 2020 and write
down specific plans for what they want to achieve in 2021. We hope and pray that
2021 will be a year of continual progress and growth for them, and we want to
thank you for your partnership and continued support. We are looking forward to
a successful 3 rd marking period!
Here are the updates for January 11 – 15.
Intent Forms – Can you believe we are already half-way through the school year? It is that
time of the year when we reach out to you to ask you if you would like to continue with us in
the 2021-2022 school year. Of course we would love to have your student return to TA
Prep! Please complete the Intent Form by Friday, January 15, letting us know your plans. If
you have questions or concerns about your student returning with us and would like to
schedule a meeting to talk with Mrs. Booker-Malcolm, the principal, Mrs. Esposito, the
school counselor, or Ms. James, the business manager please send us an email and we
would be happy to meet with you to discuss plans for your student. Link to intent form:
https://forms.gle/FGfmzZhrMBju8nqh6
Tutoring – Tutoring sessions will begin Wednesday, January 13 for students needing extra
support in reading and math. Our WAU Tutors will offer sessions 2 days a week. Classroom
teachers will send out schedules and Zoom links for tutoring sessions next week. If your
child participated in tutoring during the 2nd marking period they will continue. If you would
like your child to be added to our tutoring schedule and be assigned a WAU Tutor, please let
your child’s teacher know.
Re-entry Update – As we continue to monitor the COVID-19 surge, we continue to work
with our health, county, and conference officials to make plans to move to a hybrid instructional model for the second semester when it is safe to do so. We would like to invite you to
an important informational meeting about our plans for re-entry. We will hold a Zoom
meeting on Thursday, January 28 at 6:30 pm. Please save this date and plan to attend so
you can be informed about the plans and safety protocols that we will have put in place
when it is safe to reopen the school.
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Required Medical Forms – Every year students are required to have their updated physicals
and immunizations before they are allowed back to school. Please remember that even
though we are participating in virtual learning, these requirements have not changed. For
the health and safety of our school community, please make sure that you have completed
and turned in the necessary documents so that when we do return to the school building
your child will have a smooth transition. If you have any questions about required medical
forms, please email our school nurse Mrs. Jennifer Danticat at nurse@taprep.org.
Presidential Inauguration Day – The inauguration of Joe Biden as the 46th president of the
United States will take place on Wednesday, January 20. He will take the oath of office
as our new president, and Kamala Harris will take the oath of office as the first woman and
the first black and Asian American to be vice-president. In honor of this historical moment
and to provide students and staff an opportunity to witness it, TA Prep will have a half day of
asynchronous learning until 1:00 pm. Students will not have live instruction, but they will be
expected to complete work that is assigned to them in their Google Classrooms. Students
are expected to complete and turn in any work that is assigned by their teachers. Students
may also be assigned work that is relevant to the Presidential Swearing-In ceremony.

Winter School-wide Testing (Measures of Academic Progress/NWEA MAP) – Winter MAP
testing will take place for all TA Prep students January 19 – February 5. This will be our
2nd time administering the MAP tests. NWEA MAP are a series of computerized adaptive
tests that measure general knowledge in reading, mathematics, language usage, and science. The computer adaptive tests adjust to each student’s learning level, providing a
unique set of test questions based on their responses to previous questions. If a student gets
a question wrong, the next question will be easier. If a student gets a question right, the
next question will be harder. MAP helps to pinpoint where students are in their learning,
and helps teachers adjust their instruction for each student. It also measures growth over
time, allowing the school to track your student’s progress throughout the school year and
across multiple years. Students do not study for this test and will take the test remotely during the school day. Please look for testing schedules to be posted on our school website
soon.
Enjoy the Sabbath and have a safe and blessed weekend,
Cheryl Booker-Malcolm
Principal
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January 5, 2021
Dear Parents/Guardians,
Each year Takoma Academy Preparatory School is to provide an update in reference to the status of
asbestos.
Description:
Asbestos is a naturally occurring mineral which has, until about 1980, been commonly used in building
materials. Asbestos will not burn, is an excellent insulator, has great strength, is resistant to chemicals,
and absorbs sound. Some examples of asbestos-containing building materials are vinyl floor tiles, floor
tile mastics, sprayed-on acoustical and insulating ceiling material, and pipe insulation. Asbestos
containing materials may deteriorate over time. If these materials are disturbed by maintenance,
renovation, or demolition activities, asbestos fibers may be released into the air. Inhalation of these
airborne, microscopic fibers causes asbestosis, and some types of cancer of the lung.
Per our handbook:
In accordance with 40CFR-763 AHERA TA Prep inspects all buildings for ACBM. According to the law, TA
Prep will update the management plans every three (3) years and inspects all buildings every six months.
Copies of the management plan can be found in the Maintenance Department. To view a copy, contact
Mrs. Cheryl Booker-Malcolm, TA Prep Principal.
Per Apex Companies, LLC:
Apex Companies, LLC has completed the AHERA required six-month surveillance inspection for asbestos
materials at Takoma Academy Preparatory School. The inspection activities were conducted December
9, 2020. According to the report, “no new response actions are necessary”.
If you have questions in regards to asbestos, please contact the administration.
Sincerely,

Cheryl Booker-Malcom
Takoma Academy Preparatory School Principal
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!
NURSE JENN
New Year, new possibilities.
A quote by author Alan Cohen states, "Do
not wait until the conditions are perfect to
begin. Beginning makes the conditions
perfect"
It's never too late to set (or reset) a goal.
"With God all things are possible"
Matt 19:6

COVID-19 VACCINE :
WHAT ARE THE
DIFFERENCES?
Amanda Howell MS, MPH, has written a
breakdown of the differences between the
Pfizer and Moderna COVID-19 vaccine.
Follow her on Instagram for more
accessible health content
@amandahowellhealth
See the slides below to learn more!
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NEED TO LEARN
MORE?
CHECK OUT THE FOLLOWING
LINKS!
"Governor Larry Hogan today announced
a series of actions to accelerate the pace
of COVID-19 vaccinations in the State of
Maryland."
https://governor.maryland.gov/2021/01/05/
governor-hogan-announces-statewideactions-to-accelerate-covid-19vaccinations-in-maryland/
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CDC Frequently asked questions about
COVID-19 vaccination. Click below.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/vaccines/faq.html#:~:text=Do%20I%2
0need%20to%20wear,including%20a%20C
OVID%2D19%20vaccine.

Get the facts about the
COVID-19 vaccine
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MONTGOMERY
COUNTY RESOURCES
TO READ MORE, CLICK ON
THE LINKS BELOW.
The pandemic has affected Marylanders in
various ways. Many families are in need of
help! There are resources available to
assist residents in every county and
opportunities to donate if you are able.
MontgomerycountyMD.gov has several
resources available for the benefit of
residents.
Renters avoiding evictions and working
with landlords.
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DH
CA/covid19/eviction_process_and_renters.html
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Food resources: Help with getting food
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/covi
d19/get-help/food.html
MOCO School-Age Subsidy Program:
Parents can apply for tuition assistance for
licensed child care centers. Learn more:
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/co
vid19/get-help/caregivers.html

Maryland assistance programs: Various
programs for residents of Maryland.
https://www.maryland.gov/pages/residents.
aspx?view=Assistance%20Programs

